U S D A Natural Resources Conservation Service
UL Indiana State Office

—/ 6013 Lakeside Boulevard
United States Department of Agriculture Indlanapgilg,_zllgofg%g

April 5,2016

Dave Navecky

Surface Transportation Board
Docket No. FD 35952

395 East Street SouthWest
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Mr. Navecky:

The proposed Construction and Operation of a Rail Line in Indiana, [llinois, and Wisconsin
(Docket No. FD 35952), as referred to in your letter received March 18, 2016, will cause a
conversion of prime farmland.

The attached packet of information is for your use in completing Parts VI and VII of the AD-
1006. After completion the federal funding agency needs to forward one copy to NRCS for our
records.

If you need additional information, please contact Rick Neilson at 317-295-5875.

Sincerely,

M.,F'

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist

Enclosures

Helping People Help the Land.

90000 YY
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Date Of Land Evaluation Request

Name of Project (31 BR Rail line

Federal Agency Involved

Proposed Land Use

County and State | a Porte county, Indiana

PART [l {To be completed by NRCS} ﬁ;‘ége?i’fit 1Fiq]c§ived By ﬁv\sﬁq Completing Form:
Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? YES NO Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size
{If no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form) D 260 Ac
Major Crop(s} Farmable Land In Gowt. Jurisdiction Amount of Farmland As Defined in FFPA

Cormn Acres: 348283 % 90 Acres: 2832%’% 73
Name of Land Evaluation System Used Name of State or Local Site Assessment System Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS
LESA o/
PART 11 (To be completed by Federal Agency) _ Alternative Site Rating
Site A Site B Site C Site D
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly
C. Total Acres In Site

PART IV (7o be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information
A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland 255.01
B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland 35.71
C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted 0.089
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value 51

PARTV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion ) 75

Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points)

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency} Site Assessment Criteria Maximum | gijte A Site B Site C Site D

{Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Comidor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) Points
1. Area In Non-urban Use (1%)

2. Perimeter In Non-urban Use (10)
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed (20
4. Protection Provided By Stale and Local Government (20)
5. Distance From Urban Built-up Area (15)
6. Distance To Urban Support Services (15
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average (10)
8. Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland (19
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services (&
10. Gn-Farm Investmenls @0
11, Effects OF Conversion On Farm Support Services (19
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use (0
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 0 0 0 0

PART VIl (7o be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 75 0 0 0
Total Site Assessment (From Part Vi above or local site assessment) 160 0 0 0 0
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 75 0 0 0
Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Site Selected: Date Of Selection YES D NGO D

Reason For Selection:

Name of Federal agency representalive completing this form:

Date:

{See Instructions on reverse side)

Form AD-1006 (03-02)




Project:|

laperte glbr raif line

F.P.P.A. CALCULATION WORKSHEET

site=[ A Evaluator=[  RWN |
P | Map Unit Symbol | Acreage Relative Value Acres x Value Prime StateWide
Ad 0.60 88 53.05 0.00 0.60
X |Br 1.77 70 124.04 1.77 0.00
x |CoA 42.73 70 2990.83 42.73 0.00
Ed 0.49 82 40.44 0.00 0.49
x |EsA 112.88 76 8578.58 112.88 0.00
x |EsB 10.69 76 812.12 10.69 0.00
x |Gf 7.81 91 710.57 7.81 0.00
x |HaA 0.78 70 54.62 0.78 0.00
Ho 4.87 94 457 .41 0.00 4.87
Md 1.24 52 64.72 0.00 0.00
Pa 29.75 79 2349.99 0.00 29.75
x |Ph 0.67 88 58.67 0.67 0.00
x |RIB2 18.42 85 1566.04 18.42 0.00
RIC2 3.71 79 293.03 0.00 0.00
x |Sb 6.05 79 477.58 6.05 0.00
X |TcA 11.27 64 721.24 11.27 0.00
x |TcB 29.75 64 1904 .04 29.75 0.00
TcC2 13.25 58 768.69 0.00 0.00
X {Tr 11.23 97 1089.57 11.23 0.00
X |Wh 0.97 100 97.02 0.97 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
Total Acreage =| 308.92 Total Products = 23212.25 255.01 35.71
Acres Percent
Farmable land in Government Jursidiction 348,283 a0
Farmable land as defined in FPPA 283,295 73
Acres of affected ground with rv greater than ltem 1
ItePart V - Relative Value of Farmland to be Converted 75
Ite] Total Acres in County With A Relative Value Equal to or Greater Than 176,335]
ltgPart IV C 0.0887| 0.089
ItgPart IV D Item 51




U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Request

Name of Project 3L BR Rail line Federal Agency Involved

Proposed Land Use County and State Porter county, Indiana

PART Il (To be completed by NRCS) Date Request Rec%ived By ﬁ%ﬂ Completing Form:

NRCS

Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? YES_ NO Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

(if no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form)

[] 228 Ac

Major Crop(s) Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction
Corn Acres: 235292 % 88

Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA
Acres: 2071 %/% 77

Name of Land Evaluation System Used Name of State or Local Site Assessment System Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

LESA

Yis/ri

PART Il (To be compieted by Federal Agency)

Alternative Site Rating

Site A Site B Site C Site D

A, Total Acres To Be Converted Directly

B. Total Acres To Be Converied Indirectly

C. Total Acres In Site

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

A. Total Acres Prime And Unigue Farmland

572.91

B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland

55.96

C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Gowt. Unit To Be Converted

0.270

D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value

51

PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion
Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points)

82

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Site Assessment Criteria
{Criforia are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106)

Maximum | site A Site B Site ¢ Site D
Points

1. Area In Non-urban Use

%)

. Perimeter In Non-urban Use

(10}

. Percent Of Site Being Farmed

(20

. Protection Provided By State and Local Government

(20)

. Distance From Urban Built-up Area

(18

. Distance To Urban Support Services

(15)

. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average

{10)

. Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland

(10}

Wl lo|lw|ld|[|alw

. Availability Of Farm Support Services

(9)

10. On-Farm Investments

(20)

11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

{10}

12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

(10)

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS

160 0 0 0 0

PART VIl {To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V)

100 82 0 0

Total Site Assessment (From Part Vi above or local site assessment)

160 0 0 0

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines)

(][]

260 82 0 0

Site Selected: Date Of Selection

Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YESD NO D

Reason For Selection:

Name of Federal agency represeniative completing this form;

Date:

(See Instructions on reverse side)

Form AD-1006 (03-02)




Project:|

porter glbr rail line

F.P.P.A. CALCULATION WORKSHEET

Site = Evaluator ={ RWN |
P [_Map Unit Symbol | Acreage Relative Value Acres x Value Prime |[StateWide
Ad 3.79 88 333.47 0.00 3.79
x (Ag 17.38 94 1634.14 17.38 0.00
x |BaA 1.40 75 104.68 1.40 0.00
x |Br 16.15 73 1178.83 16.15 0.00
x |DoA 11.47 85 974.78 11.47 0.00
Ed 6.08 82 498.95 0.00 6.08
x |EIA 42.12 90 3790.70 42.12 0.00
X [Gf 2.41 91 219.62 2.41 0.00
X [HaA 21.82 70 1527.15 21.82 0.00
X [HkA 5.30 94 498.23 5.30 0.00
Hm 1.00 0 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ho 19.66 94 1847.71 0.00 19.66
x |LyA 36.30 88 3194.32 36.30 0.00
x {LyB 2.13 38 187.19 2.13 0.00
x (McB 33.00 82 2706.39 33.00 0.00
x {MrB2 7.70 76 585.37 7.70 0.00
MsC3 0.65 64 41.48 0.00 0.00
Pa 26.43 73 1929.65 0.00 26.43
x |Pe 28.46 97 2857.85 29.46 0.00
x |Ph 32.08 88 2822.79 32.08 0.00
PIB 0.71 45 31.94 0.00 0.00
X |RaB 10.21 88 898.87 10.21 0.00
x |RIA 14.18 88 1247.76 14.18 0.00
x |RIB 11.93 88 1050.08 11.93 0.00
RmC2 3.05 79 240.90 0.00 0.00
x |8b 260.43 79 20574.02 260.43 0.00
X 180 7.73 82 633.49 7.73 0.00
X [TcB 6.49 64 415.26 6.49 0.00
TyA 1.51 52 78.32 0.00 0.00
X [Wh 2.06 100 205.78 2.06 0.00
x {Wt 1.16 94 109.29 1.16 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
Total Acreage =| 635.79 Total Products = 52419.02 572.91 55.96
Acres Percent
Farmable land in Government Jursidiction 235,292 88
Farmable iand as defined in FPPA 207,152 77
Acres of affected ground with rv greater than ltem 1
ItgPart V - Relative Value of Farmland to be Converted 82
Ilte Total Acres in County With A Relative Value Equal to or Greater Than 121,131
tePart IV C | 0.2702| 0.270
ligPart IV D item 51




U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART | (To be compieted by Federat Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Request
Name of Project 5] BR Rail line Federal Agency involved
Proposed Land Use County and State Lake county, Indiana
PART ll (To be completed by NRCS) B;tgge%l-eét'lR-ef%ived By ﬁ%ﬂ Completing Form:
Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? YES NO Acres Irrigated Average Fanm Size
{!f no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form) |:| 224 Ac
Major Crop(s) Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction Amount of Farmlang As Defined in FPPA
Corn Acres: 266576 % 82 Acres: 23103 % 71
Name of Land Evaluation System Used Name of State or Local Site Assessment System Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS
LESA 4/5/1b
PART Nl (To be completed by Federal Agency) - Allernative Site Raling
Site A Site B Site C Site D
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly
C. Tolal Acres In Site
PART IV (To be completed by NRCS} Land Evaluation Information
A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland 451.83
B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland 5.7
C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Gowvt. Unit To Be Converted 0.182
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Gowt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value 54
PARTV {To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion ' 80
Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agenicy) Sile Assessment Criteria Maximum | gjie A Site B Site C Site D
(Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) Points
1. Area In Non-urban Use (5
2. Perimeter In Non-urban Use (1%
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed (20)
4. Protection Provided By State and Local Government (20
5. Distance From Urban Built-up Area (15)
6. Distance To Urban Support Services (%)
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average ]
8. Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland (10}
g. Availability Of Farm Support Services (5}
10. On-Farm Investments (20)
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services (19
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use (9
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 0 0 0 0
PART VIl (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 80 0 0 0
Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or local site assessment) 160 0 0 0 0
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 80 0 0 0
Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Site Selected: Date Of Selection YES D NO |:|

Reason For Selection:

Name of Federal agency representative completing this form: Date:

{See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (03-02)




Project:|

Lake glbr rail line

F.P.P.A. CALCULATION WORKSHEET

ste=[ A _| Evaluator =| RWN |
P | Map Unit Symbol | Acreage Relative Value Acres x Value Prime |StateWide
x |Ad 0.72 86 61.95 0.72 0.00
x |Al 22.95 89 2042 46 22.95 0.00
X |Bn 3.64 86 313.40 3.64 0.00
x |Br 1.13 71 80.22 1.13 0.00
Ca 3.28 89 292.24 0.00 3.28
x |Da 117 94 109.61 1.17 0.00
x |De 3.61 80 288.73 3.61 0.00
x |DoA 41.77 74 3090.64 41.77 0.00
x |DoB 18.10 74 1339.48 18.10 0.00
x |DrB 2.19 80 174.97 219 0.00
x |El 60.38 85 5132.52 60.38 0.00
Lm 0.05 74 3.67 0.00 0.05
x |LyA 12.02 83 997.84 12.02 0.00
x |LyB 6.99 83 579.97 6.99 0.00
x |[MaB2 86.77 74 6420.86 86.77 0.00
x Mo 16.04 91 1459.79 16.04 0.00
x |Mr 33.34 86 2867.05 33.34 0.00
x |Ms 4.87 91 442.72 4.87 0.00
Mt 1.56 91 141.60 0.00 1.56
x {MuB 1.18 74 87.37 1.18 0.00
MuC2 0.71 66 46.98 0.00 0.00
MvB3 4,43 66 292,28 0.00 0.00
MvC3 4.76 60 285.69 0.00 0.00
x [OsA 5.24 63 330.30 5.24 0.00
x |OsB 19.80 66 1306.64 19.80 0.00
0sC 10.65 57 607.07 0.00 0.00
x |Pc 54.22 91 4934.05 54.22 0.00
x |Rn 40.98 100 4097.91 40.98 0.00
Ta 0.81 83 67.23 0.00 0.81
x |TcA 6.96 63 438.48 6.96 0.00
X |TcB 7.77 63 489.60 7.77 0.00
TecC 3.29 57 187.25 0.00 0.00
TyB 1.73 29 50.29 0.00 0.00
W 2.19 0 0.00 0.00 0.00
Wa 0.00 94 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 (.00
Total Acreage =| 485.29 Total Products = 39060.86 451.83 5.70
Acres Percent
Farmable land in Government Jursidiction 266.576 82
Farmable land as defined in FPPA 231,037 71
Acres of affected ground with rv greater than Item 1
ltefPart V - Relative Value of Farmland to be Converted 80
Ite] Total Acres in County With A Relative Value Equal to or Greater Than 143,944
ItgPart IV C [ (0.1820 0.182
ItgPart IV D ltem 54




Farmland Protection Policy Act
FPPA

This information is included for your assistance

in completing sections I, III, VI and VII of Form
AD-1006.

Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Boulevard

Indianapolis, IN 46278

Rick Neilson
317-295-5875
rick.neilson@in.usda.gov



Subpart C - Exhibits
401.24

401.24 Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Rule.

(c) The Actand these regulations do not authorize the Federal Government in any way to regulate

the use of private or non-Federal land, or in any way affect the properly rights of owners of such land. In cases
where either a privale party or a non-Federal uait of government applies for Federal assistance to convert farmland
to a nonagriculturat use, the Federal agency should use the criteria st forth in this part to identify and take into
account any adverse effects on farmland of the assistance requested and develop alternative actions that would avoid
or mitigate such adverse effects. If, after consideration of the adverse effects and suggested altematives, the
landowners want to proceed with conversion, the Federal agency, on the basis of the apalysis set forth in Sec. 658.4
and any agency policie$ or procedures for implementing the Act, may provide or deny the requested assistance.
Only assistance and actions that would convert fanimtand to nonagriculrueral uses arc subject 1o this Act. Assistance
and actions related to the purchase, maintenance, renovation, ot replacement of existing structures and sites
converied prior o the time of an application for assislance from a Federal agency, including assistance and actions
related to the construction of minor new ancillary structures (such as garages or sheds), are not subject to the Act.

{d) Section 1548 of the Act, as amended, 7 U.S.C. 4209, states that the Act shall not be deemed to provide a basis
for any action, either legal or equitable, by any person or class of persons challenging a Federal project, program, or
other activity that may affect farmland. Neither tbe Act nor this rule, therefore, shall afford any basis for such an
action. However, as further provided in section 1548, the governor of an affected state, where a state policy or
programi exists to protect farmland, rnay bring an action in the Federal district court of the distriet swhere a Federal
prograri is proposed to enforce the requirements of scction 1541 of the Act, 7 U.8.C. 4202, and regulations
issued pursoant to thal section.

See. 658.4 Guidelines for use of criteria.

As stated above and as provided in the Act, each Federal agency shall use the ¢riteria provided in Sec. 658.5 to
identify and take into account the adverse effects of Federal programs on the protection of farmland, The agencies
ate o consider alternative actions, as sppropriate, that could lessen $uch adverse effects, and assure that such
Fedenal programs, to the extent practicable, are compatibie with State, unit of local government and private
programs and policies (o protect farinland. "Fhe following are guidzlines to assist the ageacies in these tasks:

{(a) An ageacy may determine whether or not a stz is farmland as defined in Sec. 658.2(a} or the agency may
request that NRCS make such 2 determination. H an agency elects not to make its own determination, it should make
arequest 1o NRCS on Formy AD-1006, the Farmiand Cenversion Impact Rating Form, available at NRCS oftices, for
determination of whether the site is farmland subject to the Act. If neither the entire site nor any pari of it is subjzct
to the Act, then the Act will not apply and NRCS will so notify the agency. If the site is determined by NRCS to be
subject to the Act, then NRCS will measure the relative value of the site as funland on a scale of 0 to 100 according
to the information sources listed in Sec. 658.5(a). NRCS will respond to thess requests within 10 working days of
th2if receiptexcepl that in cases where a site visit or land cvaluation system design is needed, WRCS will respond in
30 working days. In the event that NRCS fails to complete its response within the required period, if further delay
woukl interfere with construction ac tivitics; the agency should proceed as though the site were not farmiland.

(6) The Form AD 10086, returned 1o the agency by NRCS will also include the following incidental
irlarmation: The tetat amount of farmable Jand (1ke land in the unit of local government's junsdiztion tkat is capable
of producing the commonly grown crop); the percentage of the jurisdiction that is farmland

R LU SrA S B BECTRTIE S O T LA L LN )



Part 401 - General

401.24

401.24 Fannland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Rule.

covered by the Act; the percentage of fanmiand in the jurisdiction that the project would convert; and the
percentages of farmland in the Jocal government’s jurisdiction with the same or higher relative value than the land
that the project would convert. Thesc statistics #ill not be part of the criteria scoring process, but are intended
simply to fumish additional background information to Federa! agencies to aid them in considering the effects of
their projects on fafmland.

{c) Afler the agency réceives from NRCS the score of 2 site’s relative value as described in Sec.
658.4(a) and then applies the sitc asscssment criteria which are set forth in Scc. 658.5 (b) and (<), the agency will
assign 1o the site a combined score of up to 260 points, composed of up to 100 points for relative value and up to
160 points for the site assessmenl. With this score the agency will be able to identify the effect of its PIOgTams oi
farmland, and make a determination as to the suitability of the site for protection as farmland. Once this score is
computed, USDA recommends:

(1) Sites with the highest combined scores arc regarded as most suitabic for protection under these criteria and
sites with the lowest scores, as least suitable,

(2) Sites receiving a total score of less than 160 need not be given further consideration for protection and no
additional sites need lo be evaluated.

(3) Sites receiving scores totaling 160 or more is given increasingly higher levels of consideration for protection,

(4) When making decistons on proposed actions for siles receiving scores totaling 160 or more, agency personnel
cousider:

(1} Use of Jand thal is not farmiand or use of existiog siructures;

(1) Alternative sites, locations and designs that would serve the proposad purpese but convert either fewer acres
of farmland or other farmland that has a Jower relative value;

(i) Special siting requirements of the proposed project and the extent to which an alternative site Fails to satisfy
the speeial siting requirements as well as (he originally selected site.

(d) Federal agencies may elect to assign the site assessmenl criteria relative weightings other than those shown
in Sec. 658.5 (b} and {c). If an agency elects to do se, USDA recommends that the agency adopt its alternative
weighting system (1) through rulemaking in consultation with USDA, and {2) as a system to be used uniformtby
throughout the agency. USDA recommends that the weightings stated in Sec. 658.5 (b) and (c) be used until an
agency issues a final rule to change the weightings. '

(e} Tiis advisable that evaluations and analyscs of prospective farmland conversion impacts be made early in
the planning process before a site or design is selected, and that, where possible, agencies make the FPPA
evaluations part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Under the agency's own NEPA
1rgulations, some categories of projects may be excluded from NEPA which may still be covered under the EPPA.
Seetion 1540(c)(4) of the Act exempls projects that were beyond the planning stage and were in either the active
design or construction state on the effective date of the Act. Section 1547(b) exemnpts acquisition or use of farmland
for national defense purposes. There are no other exemptions of projects by category in the Act.

() Numerous States and units of local government are developing and adopting Laod Evaluation and
Suz assessment (LESA) systemis to evaluate the productivity of agricuttural laod and its suitability for conversion to
nenagricultural use. Therefore, States and units of local govemment may have already performed an evaluation
using criteriu similar to those contained in this rule applicable to Federal agencies. USDA recomniends that where
sites are o be evaluaied within a jurisdiction having a State or local LESA system that has been approved by the
governing body of such junisdiction and has been placed on the NRCS State conservationise's bist as ooz which meels
the prrpose of the FPPA w balance with other public policy objectives, Fedzral agencies wse that system o mke he
evaluation

A -



Subpart C - Exhibits
401.24

401.24 Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Rule.

{g) T'o meet reporting reguirernents of section 1546 of the Act, 7 and for data collection purposes, after the
agency has made a final decision on a project in which one or more of the altemative sites contain farmland subject
to the FPPA, the agency is requested to return a copy of the Form AD-1006, which indicates the final decision of the
agency, to the NRCS field office.

(h) Once a Federal agency has performed an analysis under the FPPA for the conversion of a site, that agency's,
or a sccond Federal agency’s determination with regard to additional assistance or actions on the same site do not
require additional redundant FPPA analysis. '

Sec. 658.5 Criteria.

This section state the criteria required by section 1541(a) of the Act, 7 11.S.C. 4202(a). The criteria werc
daveloped by the Sceretary of Agriculiure in cooperation with other Federal agencies. They are in two parts, (1) the
land evaluation crilerion, relative value, for which NRCS will provide the rating or score, and (2) the site assessment
criteria, for which each Federal agency must develop its own ratings or scores.

The criteria are as follows:

(a) Land Evaluation Criterion--Relative Value. The land evaluation criterion is based on information from several
sources including national cooperative soil surveys or otlier acceptable soil surveys, NRCS field office technical
guides, soil potential ratings or soil productivity ratings, land capability classifications, and important fannland
determinations. Based on this mformation, groups of soils within a local government's jurisdiction will be evaluated
and assigned a score between 0 to 100, representing the relative value, for agricultural production, of the farnland 1o
he converted by the project compared to other farmland in the same local government jurisdiction, This score will be
the Relative Value Rating on Form AD 1005,

(b) Site Assessmment Criteria. Federal agencies ate to use the following criteria to assess the suitability of ¢ach
proposed sile of design alternative for protection as farmlund along with the score from the land evaluation criterion
dlescribed in Sec. 658.5(a). Each criterion will be given a score on a scale of 0 to the maximum points shown.
Conditions suggesting top, intermediate and bollom scores are indicated for each criterion. The agency would make
scoring decisions in the context of each proposed site or alternative action by examining the site, the surrounding
area, and the programs and policies of the State or Jocal unit of government in which the site is located. Where one
given location has more than one design alleroative, each design should be considered as an aliernative site, The site
assessment criteria are:

(1) Hosw much land 15 t nonwban use within a radius of 1.0 mile from where the project is intended?

Morce than 90 percent--15 points
90 to 20 percent--14 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent--0 points
{2) How much of the perimeter of the site borders on land in noturban use?
More than 90 percent-- 10 points
90 to 20 pereent--9 10 1 pomt(s)

Less than 20 percent--0 points

{3) How much ol the site has been farmed (managed for a schedalvd harvest o timber activity) moie than 5 of
the last 10 years?

A]-3

i

PRIO-UIAE, Tesug b SNovantwr 29800



Part 401 - General
401.24

401.24 Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Rule.

More than 90 percent--20 points
20 to 20 percent--19 1o | points(s)
Less than 20 percent--0 points

{4) Is the site subject to Slate or unit of focal governmeat policies or programs to protect farmland or covered by
private programs lo prolect farmland?

Site is prolected--20 points
Site is not protected--0 points

{5) How close is the site to an urban buili-up area?

The site is 2 miles or morc from an wban buili-up area--13 points

The site is morc than [ mile but less than 2 miles from an urban built-up area--10 points
‘The site is less than 1 mile from, but is not adjacent to an urban built-up area--5 points
The site is adjacent to an urban buili-up area--0 points

(6) How close is the site to watcr lines, sewer lines and/or other local facilities and services whose capacities and
design would proamote nonagricultural uss?

None of the services exist nearer than 3 miles from the site--15 points
Some of the services exist more than | but less than 3 miles from the
site--10 points

All of the services exist within \1/2\ mile of the site--0 points

{7) Is the farm unit(s) containing ihe site (before the project) as large as the average-size farming unit in the
county? (Average farm sizes in each county are available from the NRCS field of fices in each Statz, Data are from
the latest available Census of Agriculture, Acreage of Farm Units in Operation with $1,000 or more in sales.)

As large or larger--10 points
Below average--deiluct 1 point for each 3*pereent below the average, down to 0 points if 30 pervent or mere below
average--9 to 0 points

(8) I this site is chosen for the project, bow much of the rernainiag land an the farm will become non-farmable
because of interference with land patierns?

Acreage equal to mote than 25 percent of acres directly converted by the project-- 10 points
Acrcage equal to between 25 and 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project--9 to | point(s)

Acreage equal to tess than 5 percent of the acres durectly converted by the project--0 points

(9} Does the site have available adequaie supply of farm support services aml markeis, i e., farm supphiers,
egaipment dealers, processing and storage facilities and farmer's imarkets?
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Subpart C - Exhibits
401.24

401.24 Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Rule.

All required services are available--5 points
Some required services are available--4 to [ poini{s)
No required services are available--0 points

(10) Docs the site have substaatial and well-maintstned on-fanm investmenlts such as bams, other slorage
builitings, fruit trees and vines, field terraces, drainage, innigation, walerways, or other soil and water conservation
measures?

tHhgh ainount of u-Tarn investment--20 poirits
Moderatz amouut of on-farm investinent--19 1o 1 point(s)
No oz-farm investment- 0 points

{11} Would the project atthis sife, by convernting farmland (o novagneulural use, reduce e denand for farm
supportservices so as (o jeepandize the continued existence of thess suppert services and thus, the viability of the
farms remaining in the area?

Substantio] reduction in demand for suppont services if the silz is converted <10 points
Some reduction in dermind for suppor services if the site is converted -9 o | poini(s)
No stgnificant reduction in deinand for support services if the site is converted--0 points

{12} Is the kind aed tntensity of the proposed use of the site sufficienily eompatible with ageicaltore that itis
likely to contnibute to the eveoal conversion of surmounding faenlonid to ooeagriculrural use?

Proposed project is incompatible with existing agricultutal use of surronndiag fammland - 10 points
Proposed projzct is tolerable to existing agriculiural use of sumounding fammitand--9 to | point(s)
Pieposed projeet is fully compatible with existing eymicultunal use of surrounding fastnland--0 points

{¢) Corridor-type 8ite Assessruent Criterin The following criteria are to be used for projects that have a lisear ot
comidor-type site configwatien connecting tvw o dislant points, and crossing seveeal dilferent teasts of lind Thess
incluitz utility lines, highways, railroads, stccam improvements, and flood contrel systems Federal agencies are to
assess e suitability of each cortidor-type site or design altzinative fur protection as farmibsnd along with the Land
evialuation information described in Sce. 658.4(a) All eriteria for corridur typs sites will be scored a3 sbown in Sec
658.5(b) fur ollier sites, except as noted below

(1) Crnterda 5 and 6 will not be considered

(2) Criterion 8 will be scored on a scake of 0 10 23 points, aud eriterion [ will be seoed on a seale of G o 25
points
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Completing the AD-1006/CPA-106

Where to find the form: The form should be provided by the
originating agency. NRCS has this as a paper copy or on a CD.

NRCS is initiating an electronic submission process for the AD-
1006. Maps and specific site information will still be needed to
process the request. The electronic submission process will
facilitate tracking and reporting responsibilities.

Stepsin processing the AD-1006/CPA-106

]

Y AT s R U R e e R g R g,

Originating agency: complete parts I and 11l and send to NRCS
NRCS: Consider using register to track AD1006/CPA106 (see
oxhibit)

NRCS will complete parts [f, IV, V
NRCS steps to complete form

Part I date received by NRCS

J f:: |(C.-
Information in this section should be in the locakfekd office, If

this is not available, conlact soils section in state office for
.
guidance. Ao
Part IV, This information should be in leead-fietd office. If this is
not available, contact appropriate soil scientist, y

T=ra . . -3 et ' .
Part V. This information should be in the Fega{—ﬁrekl office. If il
is not available, contact appropriate soil scientist.
NRCS returns AD-1006/CPA-106 to originating agency
Part VI and VIEi: completed by originaling agency (section 658.5
of Farmland Protection Policy Act list the specific criteria for
scoring)
Alternative Site Rating: If the total SA and 1.E score exceeds 160
alternative sitos must be considered. 4045 (310-GM) redquires 2

atternatives for scores between Pl and 220 andd 3 allernatives

3 o . e e
for scores over 220, /

Onginating agency returns completad form o NRCOS / /
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Completing F()l m AD-1006, Steps 1-7

Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4.

Step 5.

Step 6.

Step 7.

du ¢linyy
Federal agenc1cs involved in proposed projects that may

convert farmlanc{, as defined in the Farmland Protection Policy
Act (FPPA) to nonagricultural used, will initially complete Parts
Land I of this form.

Originator will send three copies of AD 1006 together with maps
indicating locations of the site(g) 50 tjlhe Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) lﬁeﬁ:ﬁ%ﬂ office and retain one
copy for your files. A list of NRCS field offices is available from
the NRCS State Conservationist in each or from the NRCS
websile.

NRCS will return 2 copies of the AD1006 to the originating
federal agency within 10 working days of receipt of the request
unless a land evaluation has not been completed or a site visit is
required (30 sorking days are allowed if a land evaluation must
be completed or a site visit must be made). If more than 10 days
are required, NRCS will notily the agency of the need for
additional time, up to 30 working days. See exhibit 403.26.

In cases where farmland covered by the FI'PA will be converted
by the proposed project; NRCS field offices will complete parts
H, 1V, and Vof the form.

NRCS will return 2 copies of the form to the federal agency
involved in the project. (One copy will be retained for NRCS
records).

The federal agency involved in the proposed project will
complete parts VIiand VI of the form.

The federalagency involved in the proposed project witl make a
determination as to whether the proposed convarsion is

consistent with the FPPA and the agendics internal polivies.







